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Organisations from across the world of education are today launching More Than a 
Score, a coalition calling for a better approach to assessment and accountability in 
primary schools. The campaign, which links parents’ groups, child psychologists and 
psychotherapists, trade unions and experts in early years and primary education, 
maintains that the current system of standardised testing in England is deeply flawed 
and results in a narrowed education as schools concentrate on teaching to the test. 

More Than a Score believes that assessment of children’s progress is an essential 
part of good teaching, but must be seen as separate from systems designed to judge 
the effectiveness of schools. If this is not done, then children’s learning is harmed. 

More Than a Score regards the Education Secretary Justine Greening’s recent 
concessions on primary assessment as inadequate, because they fail to tackle the 
key issues that are damaging primary education: children are more than a score. 

 

ALISON ROY, ASSOCIATION OF CHILD PSYCHOTHERAPISTS: 

“ACP members working as child and adolescent psychotherapists in child mental health 
teams are seeing more children with anxiety related symptoms. In order for young children to 
thrive and develop healthy brains, they need time and space to learn about themselves and 
their environment through play. This should be seen as a priority, as play develops self-
confidence, self-awareness and supports psychological well-being. We are concerned 
therefore, that constant testing could have a detrimental effect on brain development and the 
mental wellbeing of children.” 

LET OUR KIDS BE KIDS: 

“As damaging psychologically as the testing may be, a major concern is the narrowing of the 
2014 curriculum in order to pressure schools into teaching to the tests – this causes far more 
wide-ranging damage, in terms of switching children off learning, lowering self-esteem, and 
limiting creative thinking, individuality and the value of experiential learning.” 

JOHN COE, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR PRIMARY EDUCATION: 

“We argue for improved assessment of progress which does not harm children’s learning. 
Assessment which does not trust the judgement of the teachers who know the children well 
and which purports to have faith in snapshot tests of just two aspects of learning is deeply 
flawed and the inevitable result is a distortion of learning and an unhelpful guide to future 
progress. We seek to do so much better for the children.” 

 



KEVIN COURTNEY, GENERAL SECRETARY OF THE NUT: 

“Primary teachers do not want to endure another year like last year. The NUT warmly 
welcomes this campaign. We want to see the whole world of education united in making 
clear to the Secretary of State that assessment in primary schools is working neither for 
pupils, nor for teachers.” 

MADELEINE HOLT, CO-FOUNDER, RESCUE OUR SCHOOLS: 

“If Britain is to punch above its weight in an uncertain future, we need a highly creative and 
resilient workforce. Our supporters – parents, teachers and anyone who cares about 
education – tell us constantly that young children are being deprived of both arts subjects 
and a creative approach to learning, and becoming increasingly stressed by a test-driven 
curriculum. We have to stop this, take the politics out of schools, and find a consensus on 
what a good education looks like.” 

NANCY STEWART, VICE CHAIR, TACTYC (ASSOCIATION FOR PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT IN EARLY YEARS): 

“Plans for baseline assessment of children starting school have been put on hold following a 
misjudged scheme trialled last year. It is imperative now to take an informed look at what 
kind of assessment will really serve children best from the early years onward.” 

 

 

 

 

 


